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June 2011
Welcome to Summer Reading,


Mrs. Carlson and Mr. Lawniczak, the sixth grade Reading/Writing and English Language Arts (ELA) teachers, are encouraging you to spend a good portion of your summer reading.  Your goal will be to improve your reading scores at school the fun way, reading great stories and adventures.  Research shows that students who read through the summer read significantly better when they return to school in September than those who do not read.  A daily program for reading will enrich your life and improve your academic scores. Please respond to the blogs on our web sites about the books you read over the summer.  We would love to hear from you! Use your e-mail address as student @akronschools.org.

A major research team in Philadelphia discovered the following information about kids who read:

· The number of books read during the summer is consistently related to academic gains.

· Children in every income group who read six or more books over the summer gained more in reading achievement than children who did not.

· The use of the public library during the summer is more predictive of vocabulary gains than is attending summer school.

· Reading contributes more to intellectual growth than any other activity a child might be involved in during the summer.

Practice makes perfect.  The more you read the more fluency and speed you will gain in your reading.  Children who read more are better writers.  If you read one million words in a year, you would be adding at least one thousand new words to your vocabulary.  And, do you know what; even your spelling improves when you improve your reading!  Experts who study how reading effects student performance in school call summer reading “Free Voluntary Reading” (FVR).  Your FVR will result in better reading comprehension, better writing style, increased vocabulary, spelling ability, and better grammatical development.  Now, that is a pretty good reason to read!

You are being asked to report back to school in September having read a minimum of three books this summer.  The actual research suggestion of the number of books to read during the summer is six, if you want maximum benefits.  If your goal is to accomplish this task, expect to be a pretty good reader in the new school year.  If you do not set a high standard for yourself by choosing summer reading, you can expect to lose reading ability.  Research says some students who do not read lose up to two grade levels in reading comprehension by the time summer ends and they return to school.  Don’t be a loser, be a gainer this summer. 

